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June 4, 1991
UM NAMED STATE ARBORETUM 
MISSOULA —
A dream cherished for decades by University of Montana botanists 
came true recently when the Legislature designated UM as the state 
arboretum.
As such, UM's campus will be "a living laboratory or library of 
trees and shrubs," says botany Professor Emeritus Mark Behan, who 
teaches plant physiology.
Over the past 20 years, Behan says, he and faculty members such 
as former botany Professor Dick Solberg and former botany department 
Chair Sherman Preece had pushed for this designation. One person 
they'd worked with —  first as the chair of the Campus Development 
Committee, later as a legislator —  was history Professor Harry 
Fritz.
Finally the timing was right for Fritz, now a state senator, to 
usher the arboretum bill through passage during the 1991 legislative 
session. The bill's many public supporters included representatives 
of the U.S. Forest Service, Montana Native Plant Society and Montana 
State University Extension Service.
The major role of the arboretum, Behan says, will be to educate 
students and the public about identifying, appreciating and properly
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using woody plants. One key to success will be planting a variety of 
trees and shrubs.
"I hope we've planted our last Norway maple and ponderosa pine,"
Behan says. "We need more diversity, more native trees and shrubs
and some exotics."
His wish list includes alder, western yew, white bark pine, 
green ash and native birch. Possible planting sites are the areas 
around the Oval —  to replace victims of Dutch elm disease —  and the 
new business administration school building being planned. Another 
site might be the Kirkwood Memorial Grove, named for Joseph Kirkwood,
UM's first botanist and the founder of the forestry school.
Behan isn't turning his back on many of the specimens already 
gracing UM's grounds, however. "A lot of our trees are interesting, 
but they need labels," he says. He gives the example of a big pine 
behind the Science Complex. "It's my suspicion that legions of 
foresters have walked by that tree and misidentified it as a western 
white pine. It's an eastern white pine."
Some labeling has already begun, through a joint effort by the 
Nature Conservancy and the Missoula Arboretum Project.
Another key to success will be planning ahead -- say, 20 years. 
After all, barring a run-in with a chain saw, whatever trees UM 
plants will be around a long time. As Behan puts it, "They'll be 
here after our grandchildren are planted."
UM has a nursery in which seedlings and saplings could be 
nurtured years before being planted, he says.
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Funding the project shouldn't be a problem, he adds. He expects 
some new specimens to result from memorial donations and exchanges 
with other arboretums. Donations from alumni and other groups, as 
well as proceeds from selling arboretum booklets, could supplement 
UM's usual planting budget.
The next step is for a campus development subcommittee, of which 
Behan and Solberg are members, to devise an organizational plan for a 
State Arboretum Board. Behan expects board members to be named this 
fall.
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